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to the instrumentalist. It is to be hoped that the latter may be able to go 
on with a discussion which promises to yield significant results. For the 
points at issue between idealism and instrumentalism are now more exactly 
located and clearly defined than they were ten years ago, while during these 
years there has also been progress in mutual understanding, constituting some- 
thing like a common platform upon which discussion can be profitably carried 
on. This of course implies that neither party has remained where it was. 
The instrumentalism which Professor Dewey advocates today requires a 
broader philosophical basis than the functionalism founded on the 'reflex arc 
concept.' And the whole emphasis of this volume of essays — the emphasis 
on will, individual experience, and personal ideals, which is characteristic 
of the present day, shows clearly that Professor Royce has not hesitated to 
gain instruction from his opponents. 

J. E. C. 

The Educational Theory of Jean Jacques Rousseau. By William Boyd. 

London and New York, Longmans, Green, and Co., 191 1. — pp. xiii, 

368. 

Dr. Boyd published last year a very useful translation of The Minor Edu- 
cational Writings of J. J. Rousseau. He now gives us an excellent exposition 
and criticism of Rousseau's educational theories in the light of his social 
philosophy. It was his first purpose, as he informs us, to make the Entile the 
central theme of his book. This work, "with all its faults," he regards as 
"the most profound modern discussion of the fundamentals of education, 
the only modern work of the kind worthy to be put alongside the Republic 
of Plato" (p. 5). "But," he goes on to say, "as I grew more intimate with his 
writings, I was reluctantly forced to the conclusion, already indicated by 
Rousseau in one of the last of his Dialogues, that the right method of approach 
to his theory of education is not through the Emile but through his whole 
social philosophy. . . . Though it is the most detailed and authoritative 
statement of Rousseau's educational doctrines, it represents only one of the 
two points of view with regard to the social institutions between which his 
mind constantly oscillated." 

Dr. Boyd's book is a thoroughly sound and scholarly piece of work. He 
shows us Rousseau's educational ideas in their historical and psychological 
setting, and thus creates a perspective which enables us to understand the 
reason for the paradoxical form in which they were often set forth, and also 
to appreciate what elements are of central importance. The book is no mere 
summary of Rousseau's doctrines. It is in the best sense a philosophical ex- 
position and criticism of his principles, which will contribute much, not only 
to a better understanding of Rousseau, but also to an appreciation of the 
essential greatness of his thought. It is now just two hundred years since the 
birth of the great citizen of Geneva, and he can scarcely be said to have yet 
gained the historic place to which he is entitled as the father of modern edu- 
cation. 
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No one can doubt the wisdom of Dr. Boyd's method in connecting, as he 
has done, the educational theory with the social philosophy. I venture to 
suggest, however, that the exposition would have been clearer, and the incon- 
sistencies in the educational theories more intelligible, if he had emphasized 
the fact that Rousseau represents a turning point in social and political 
philosophy between the older contract theories, to which in his form of state- 
ment he adheres, and the more modern 'organic' view. This is very convinc- 
ingly shown in Dr. Bosanquet's Philosophical Theory of the State, a book to 
which Dr. Boyd does not refer. 

J. E. C. 

A System of Psychology. By Knight Dunlap. New York, Charles Scrib- 

ner's Sons, 1912. — pp. ix, 368. 

Professor Dunlap gives as the raison d'itre of this new text-book on Psy- 
chology the belief that there is danger lest the purely analytic method of 
psychological investigation prevent the proper and final integration and the 
mind be not appreciated as coherent and unitary. In this purpose he will 
undoubtedly have the approval of not a few psychologists who in their modes 
of thought are actuated by philosophical ideals. To the "strictly scientific 
psychologist " his purpose may seem a clear case of intellectual apostasy. But 
the question is not so much the desirability of the end he proposes — that we 
are willing enough to concede — but what is his method and how well has he 
succeeded? 

In the first place, his method does not dispense with a systematic treatment 
of the usual topics in the general text-book on this subject, and we find, as a 
consequence, a statement often limited but usually fresh and vigorous, of 
much that is accepted by all students of this science. He does omit as a sub- 
ject too complex for cursory treatment, any discussion of cerebral anatomy, 
but gives nevertheless just about one third of the book to a discussion of the 
one subject of Sensation. In the second place, and more positively, his method 
does call for a clear enunciation of belief that looks forward to a certain con- 
ception of the ultimate character of the mind. The book while in no sense 
reactionary is sane and safe and will be eminently useful for those who have 
had an elementary course in the subject and are interested to go further and 
desire light upon some of the more theoretical aspects of the science. Con- 
cerning the Ego he contends against any form of the 'content' hypothesis, 
but asserts that we are obliged to assume a point of reference over all content 
of consciousness, and this transcendental unity of apperception is the Ego. 
As such it is forever safe from analysis or investigation. Or as the conclusion 
is phrased "We must bear in mind the fact not only that we can know nothing 
about the Ego, but that there is nothing to be known about it." 

The style is clear and easy. The presentation of his matter is fresh and 
stimulating. 

Halbert H. Britan. 
Bates College 



